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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



PATENT 



1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a first reg i ster memory location to store a value that represents a maximum 
number of channels that can be received bv an interface : 

a second register memory location to store a value that represents a current 
number of different channels that are being sent to the interface ; and 

a state machine connected to the first and second registers to determine o 
maximum number of channels that can be received by an interface connected to the 
system, store the maximum number in the f i rst register, determine a current number 
of different channe l s that arc be i ng sent to the intcrfocc, store the current number i n 
the second reg i ster, and detect a new channe l message from a set top box connected 
to the i nterface, the new channel message to i ndicate a new subscr i bed to channe l , 
when the new channe l message is detected, the state machine to determine i f the 
maximum number is equal to the current number memory locations, the state 
machine to: 

receive a channel request message from a device connected to the 
interface, the channel reouest message to identify a reouested channel: and 

determine whether the value stored in the first memory location is equal 
to the value stored in the second memory location each time a channel reouest 
message is received from the device . 
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3. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 wherein the state 
machine further determines whether the set top box is currently rece i v i ng a previous l y 
subscribed to chonnel device is currently receiving an old channel each time the value 
stored in the first memory location is determined to be equal to the value stored in the 
second memory location . 

4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3 wherein , when the 
max i mum number i s equa l to the current number, and the set top box is current l y 
rece i ving the previous l y subscribed to channe l , the state moch i nc stops a transm i ss i on 
of the previous l y subscribed to channel the state machine stops transmission of the 
old channel to the device each time the device is determined to be currently receiving 
an old channel, and the value stored in the first memory location has been determined 
to be equal to the value stored in the second memory location . 

5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4 wherein the state 
machine outputs the new subscribed to chonnel after the previous l y subscribed to 
channe l has been stopped starts transmission of the requested channel to the device 
after transmission of the old channel to the device has been stopped, and the value 
stored in the first memory location has been determined to be equal to the value 
stored in the second memory location . 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3 wherein the set top 
be* device is a member of a group. 
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7. (Original) The system of claim 6 wherein, when the maximum 
number is not equal to the current number, the state machine outputs a group specific 
query to the group. 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7 wherein the state 
machine outputs the now subscribed to requested channel to the set top box device 
after the group specific query has been output, but before a group specific query timer 
has expired. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 7 wherein the state 
machine outputs the now subscr i bed to requested channel to the set top box device 
after the group specific query has been output, and after a group specific query timer 
has expired. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 3 wherein, when the 
maximum number is equal to the current number, and the set top box device is not 
currently receiving a subscribed to channel, the state machine drops the f*ew channel 
request message. 

11. (Cancelled) 



AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO 

OFFICIAL ACTION MAILED FEBRUARY 21, 2008 



-4- 



Atty. Docket No. 200-65700 
(PB030024AF) 



10/726,907 PATENT 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of operating a system connected to 
an interface, the system including a first register and o second rcgiotcr, the method 
comprising: 

determin i ng a maximum number of channe l s that can be received by the 
i nterface, and storing the maximum number in the first register; 

determ i ning a current number of different channe l s that arc be i ng sent to the 
i nterface, and stor i ng the current number in the second register; and 

detect i ng a new channel message from a set top box connected to the 
interface, the new channe l message ind i cating a new subscribed to channel, when the 
now channe l message is detected, determining i f the maximum number is equa l to the 
current number 

receiving a channel request message from a device connected to the interface, 
the channel request message to identify a requested channel: and 

determining whether the interface is currently receiving a maximum number of 
channels that can be received bv the interface each time a channel request message is 
received from the device . 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12 and further 
comprising determining whether the set top box is current l y rece i ving a previous l y 
subscribed to channel device is currently receiving an old channel each time the 
interface is determined to be currently receiving the maximum number of channels . 
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14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 and further 
comprising: 

when the maximum number is equal to the current number, and the sot top 
fee* device is currently receiving the prev i ous l y subscribed to old channel, 

stopping a transmission of the previously subscribed to channe l old channel to 
the device each time the device is determined to be currently receiving the old 
channel, and the interface has been determined to be currently receiving the 
maximum number of channels : and 

outputting the now subscr i bed to channel oftcr the previous l y subscribed to 
channe l has boon stopped starting a transmission of the reouested channel to the 
device after transmission of the old channel to the device has been stopped, and the 
interface has been determined to be currently receiving the maximum number of 
channels. 



15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 wherein the set top 
bex device is a member of a group, and further comprising, when the maximum 
number is not equal to the current number, outputting a group specific query to the 
group. 



16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 and further 
comprising outputting the now subscribed to requested channel after the group 
specific query has been output, but before a group specific query timer has expired. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 15 and further 
comprising outputting the new subscribed to requested channel after the group 
specific query has been output, and after a group specific query timer has expired. 

AMENDMENT IN RESPONSE TO Atty. Docket No. 200-65700 

OFFICIAL ACTION MAILED FEBRUARY 21, 2008 (PB030024AF) 



-6- 



10/726,907 



PATENT 



18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 13 and further 
comprising, when the maximum number is equal to the current number, and the set 
top box device is not currently receiving a subscribed to channel, dropping the channel 
request message. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim ±± 12 wherein the 
maximum number of channels represents a maximum number of channels that can be 
simultaneously received by the interface. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim i 2 wherein the 
maximum number of channels represents a maximum number of channels that can be 
simultaneously received by the interface. 

21. (New) The system of claim 2 wherein the device transmits a leave 
message to the state machine before transmitting a channel request message to the 
state machine, the leave message identifying a channel which is no longer to be 
transmitted to the device. 

22. (New) The system of claim 12 wherein before each channel request 
message is output, the device outputs a leave message, the leave message identifying 
a channel which is no longer to be transmitted to the device. 
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